
School of the Osage 
Transportation Contingency Plan to Minimize the spread of 

COVID-19 Virus 

Parents and Students, 

The school bus is often the student’s first point of contact with the school in the morning and 
the last point of contact in the evening. SOTO bus drivers pay particular attention to protocols used in 
our student transportation to minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus and protect both students 
and staff. Prior to the re-opening of the school year, the Transportation Team has thoroughly 
disinfected all buses and student transportation vehicles. During the “downtime” to ensure the 
cleanliness and readiness of our school buses on which your students will be riding, preparation and 
cleaning have been implemented to minimize the spread of COVID-19.  
Preparation and Cleaning:  

Thoroughly clean and disinfect all buses and transport vehicles. 
Clean and disinfect all commonly touched surfaces within the entry, passenger and driver’s 
area of the bus or transport vehicle. 
Clean and disinfect buses before, between, and after routes, trips, or extensive driving events 
and at the end of the day. 

Apply the most current social distancing guidelines: 
     1. If possible, distant students from each other when possible on routes and trips.  
     2.   A required seating chart will be utilized for contact tracing. 
     3.   Sit in family groups. 
     4.   Students will be strongly encouraged to wear masks on the bus. 
     5.   If health conditions in the community improve or get worse, directive my change.  
Parent helpful considerations to minimize the spread of COVID-19: 

1. If your student has a temperature or feeling sick, please do not have your student ride the bus. 
2. Masks are strongly suggested. 
3. Monitor social distance at the bus stop. 
4. Prohibit eating or drinking or chewing gum on the bus.  
5. It is “Strongly Suggested” Pre-K parents wear a mask while buckling their student  

           In the car seat while on the bus.  
6. All students that ride bus routes will be assigned a primary bus on the AM route and a primary 

bus on the PM route.  
7. Switching bus routes day by day or week by week will not be allowed. This will help with 

managing seat charts on the bus and contact tracing. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your help with this matter as we continue to put safety first as a priority for our students 
that ride our buses.  
                                                                                 Transportation Director, Tony Hatfield 
 


